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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1, 2, and 4-12 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not disclose a reflective type fringe field switching LCD 
("reflective FFS-LCD") as recited by independent claims 1 and 7. In particular, the prior 
art does not disclose a pixel electrode and counter electrode separated by a distance 
that is less than the cell gap thickness to generate a fringe field, with first and second 
homogeneous alignment layers, a polarizer and reflective plate, and the retardation in 
the liquid crystal layer is caused to occur in the absence of a quarter wave plate for 
retarding light by XI4 when the molecules are driven by the fringe field. Claims 1 and 7 
are therefore allowed, as are their dependent claims 2, 4-6, and 8-12. The closest prior 
art is discussed below. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,341 ,001 to Kwok (already made of record) discloses a XIA 
retardation in a liquid crystal layer, but does not disclose the structural features of a 
fringe-field switching LCD as recited in claims 1 and 7. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,281 ,952 to Okamoto et al. discloses [Fig. 21] a 114 retardation 
in a fringe field switching, reflection display section, but does not disclose a reflective 
plate as recited or the pixel electrode and counter electrode being separated by a 
distance less than the cell gap as recited. Also, the display is transflective, rather than 
reflective. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Schechter whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5801 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3492. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-471 1 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Andrew Schechter 
3 December 2003 




